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Questions School Response 
1. What types of SEND 

do we provide for? 
At Meadhurst Primary School we provide access and support for pupils with a full range of Special 
Educational Needs. Meadhurst Primary is an inclusive mainstream primary school, which is 
two/three-form entry and caters for pupils from the age of 2 years to 11 years.  
 
In addition, the school has a special needs centre for pupils with speech and language difficulties and 
a special needs centre for pupils with High Communication and Interaction needs (High COIN). In 
partnership with Surrey, this High COIN centre is a 34 place centre.  
 
The Howard Partnership Trust (THPT) has a very strong commitment to inclusion, and we work closely 
with Surrey to seek to ensure that our schools meet the needs of their pupils and the communities 
that we serve. Across Surrey there is increasing demand for specialist support for children with 
Autism, many of whom have the cognitive ability to access the mainstream curriculum with the 
appropriate support. The children who attend both our centre provisions will spend part of their time 
in mainstream classes with their peers and part of their time receiving specialist teaching and therapy 
in the centres. Any pupil admitted to the centre will have an Education, Health and Care Plan where 
Meadhurst is well-equipped to meet their needs effectively. All pupils currently within our centre will 
continue at Meadhurst until the end of Year 6 alongside their peers and will continue to receive 
specialist support as they do now.  

2. What is the Coral 
centre?  

Pupils within the Coral Centre have an Education, Health and Care Plan. Places within the Centre are 
allocated by the local authority’s Panel, following Surrey’s Special Educational Needs Placement Criteria. As 
a result, our pupils can live some distance from the school and these pupils may travel to and from school 
by taxi. The Coral Centre is currently staffed with Class Teachers and Learning Support Assistants. The 
Centre staff are skilled in supporting the additional needs of children with behaviours associated with 
Speech, Language and Communication differences and Autism. The Coral Centre is very much part of 
whole-school life at Meadhurst Primary with Centre pupils reintegrating into their mainstream school 
classes mostly in the afternoons. In addition, we work closely with other professionals to ensure that the 



educational needs of all the children are met. We benefit greatly from the partnership we have from the 
other specialist centres across our Trust family of schools.  
 
The expertise of the staff in The Coral Centre is shared with the staff in the mainstream school, ensuring 
that all members of staff at Meadhurst Primary School can support all children. We also have a speech and 
language therapist on site two days a week, working with the children on their specific targets as well as 
supporting members of staff to implement relevant strategies with the children in the classroom.  
 

3. How do we identify 
and assess pupils 
with SEND?  

We adopt a graduated approach to pupils with SEND. Pupils are identified on entry to the school 
through close liaison with parents and feeder schools. Once pupils are at Meadhurst Primary School 
their progress will be closely monitored by the class teacher. If the class teacher has any concerns 
regarding progress or additional needs a referral to SENCo form is completed. The SENCo will then 
carry out further assessments which may include referrals to external agencies including Specialist 
teachers for inclusive practice (STIPS), Speech and Language Therapy or Educational Psychology 
when available. Constant monitoring of pupil progress is carried out through Pupil Progress meetings. 
This is an important way of identifying pupils in need of extra support, some of whom may eventually 
be identified as SEND. The school has a responsibility to support all pupils who need extra support 
and not all pupils who need extra support will eventually be identified as SEND. 

4. Who is our special 
educational needs co-
ordinator (SENCO) 
and how can they be 
contacted?  

Miss Jordan Baker 
 
senco@meadhurst.thpt.org.uk 
 
For children in the Coral Centre, their Specialist Centre Teacher will be the first point of contact for you 
through direct meetings, telephone contact and home/school book. 

5. What is our approach 
to teaching pupils 
with SEN? 

Meadhurst Primary School has an inclusive approach to teaching which ensures Quality First Teaching 
for all pupils. It is expected that all pupils will access the age-appropriate curriculum. They will be 
supported from their starting points to meet cognitive needs.  A range of interventions are planned to 
support pupils with learning needs including reading, writing and maths interventions. We also have 
an ELSA (Emotional Literacy Support Assistant) trained to support pupils with emotional difficulties 
which may be impacting on their learning. In the Coral Centre, specialist teachers work collaboratively 
with the Speech and Language therapists. Children are taught in small groups, pairs or individually, as 
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appropriate, and individual targets are identified for each child from their Education, Health and Care 
Plan. This forms the basis of a personalised learning programme. To support integration. Learning 
Support Assistants are timetabled to support the children in their mainstream class.  
 
In line with the SEN Code of Practice, we cater for the needs of pupils with communication and 
interaction, cognition and learning, social, emotional, and mental health, and physical and sensory 
needs. We support pupils by making reasonable adjustments to our provision and enabling access to 
the curriculum. 

6. How do we adapt the 
curriculum and 
learning environment? 

All children have access to a broad and balanced curriculum, which is matched to meet their 
individual needs and enables them to make progress in their learning. Teachers scaffold work in 
lessons to make it accessible to a range of learners. This could include through the use of ICT, media 
and small group intervention. Children are provided with the opportunity for small group learning. 
School trips provide opportunities for the children to learn in real life contexts. Risk assessments are 
written and adhered to on every school trip and shared with all those involved. There is a safe adult/ 
child ratio for trips off the school site. All children in the Coral Centre have the opportunity to 
participate in school trips or alternatives and are supported by staff from the Centre. The school’s 
accessibility policy places a central focus on making the curriculum more accessible to pupils with a 
range of needs. 

7. How do we enable 
pupils with SEND to 
engage in activities 
with other pupils who 
do not have SEND? 

Meadhurst Primary School is an inclusive school that does not seek to discriminate any pupil for any 
reason. All reasonable adjustments will be made to ensure that all pupils have equal access to all 
school activities. 

8. How do we consult 
parents of pupils with 
SEND and involve 
them in their child’s 
education? 

The class teachers are happy to talk to parents and carers about their child’s education at a mutually 
convenient time. If further support is needed, a meeting can be organised with the SENCO. Your 
child’s progress is tracked on a half termly basis against their previous achievements and national 
curriculum standards. Children with SEND are provided with a learning support plan, where targets 
are identified. These targets are reviewed termly with parents. Termly targets are discussed with 
parents and suggestions are provided on how to support your child’s learning and achieve them. If 
your child has an Education, Health and Care Plan you will be invited to attend a formal annual review 



to discuss your child’s progress over the past year and to plan for the following year. There are 
opportunities for parents to attend training during the year. We offer advice and practical ways that 
you can help your child at home. 
 
We work collaboratively with parents and actively seek opportunities to engage and work together. The 
SEND information report is written collaboratively with parents and pupils. 

9. How do we consult 
pupils with SEND and 
involve them in their 
education? 

Pupils will be involved in their one-page profiles specifying their strengths, needs and how to support 
them effectively. Before annual reviews, children with an EHCP are consulted about their progress and 
how best to support them in class. When appropriate children are invited to their review meetings. 
SEN children have the opportunity to speak to the pastoral team, the SEN team and their class 
teachers on a regular basis to share their thoughts and feelings and to raise any concerns. 

10.  How do we assess 
and review pupils’ 
progress towards their 
outcomes? 

Pupils with SEND will have SEND support arrangements/learning support plans in place. These plans 
contain targets which are linked to the special educational needs. These will be reviewed with parents 
and pupils three times a year. Education, Health and Care Plans are reviewed annually. However, 
during the year should anyone involved with the child identify an additional need, advice and/or an 
assessment by a relevant professional would take place. This could lead to an early annual review if 
appropriate, where the additional need would be written into their Education, Health and Care Plan. 

11. How do we support 
pupils moving 
between different 
phases of education? 

We work closely with the Local Authority to ensure that children are offered the provision that meets 
their needs.  
 
Parents are invited to visit the school prior to applying for a place and at any time through the 
application process. We have transition plans in place for children moving between phases of 
education including moving to secondary school. Children are all given an opportunity to visit and 
spend time in their new classes or schools prior to transitioning. Pupils diagnosed with Autism or with 
high levels of anxiety can have access to additional transition packs to prepare for the change. As 
places in the Coral centre are allocated by the local authority, we are unable to support visits to our 
centre until we have been consulted for a place. This is in order to support our current centre pupils 
who may struggle with additional adults or changes in routine. If your child has an Education, Health 
and Care Plan, when your child moves on to a new school, the SENCO from the new school will be 



invited to attend their annual reviews. Visits are also arranged for your child to spend time at their new 
school. When children move onto another placement their school records are forwarded on. 

12. How to we support 
pupils preparing for 
adulthood? 

Meadhurst Primary School strives to give pupils an excellent start to their education. We hope to set 
the foundations for a successful transition to adult life in the future. 
 
We plan transition carefully to support progress towards adulthood. When children join us we liaise 
with their previous setting and parents to ensure we match provision carefully.  
 
When children leave us we work with their next setting to ensure they know everything about the 
children to be successful.  

13. How do we support 
pupils with SEND to 
improve their 
emotional and social 
development? 

Staff aim to provide a nurturing environment where your child feels safe, secure, and able to approach 
a familiar face at any time.  
 
Meadhurst Primary School has a trained ELSA who can give targeted support to specific groups and 
individual children. Through our PSHE (Personal, Social, Health Education) sessions we aim to 
develop confident and happy pupils across the school. Children are given regular opportunities to 
share their views about school and discuss their strengths and areas for development.  
 
The specialist staff within the Coral Centre are experienced in managing behavioural issues 
associated with speech, language and communication and interaction needs. 

14. What expertise and 
training do our staff 
have to support pupils 
with SEND? 

Staff at Meadhurst Primary School undertake a cycle of training which is appropriate to the pupils with 
whom they work. This can range from generic training, such as an overview of working with pupils with 
particular needs e.g. Autism, communication needs and hearing impaired to specific training on 
delivering interventions to support pupils with their learning. 
 
The Coral Centre is run by specialist teachers. Support staff are trained in supporting SLCN or High 
COIN children. All staff regularly undertake training to ensure they are up to date with all the specialist 
skills necessary for working with SLCN and High COIN children. Some Centre staff use Makaton 
signing and Widgit symbols as an additional visual support system. 



15. How will we secure 
specialist expertise? 

The school works with a range of other professionals including Specialist teachers for inclusive 
practice (STIPS), Speech and Language Therapy and Autism Outreach. The SENCO will make the 
necessary referrals to secure the appropriate level of support for each individual pupil.  
 
In the Coral Centre, we have dedicated time from a Speech and Language Therapist/Assistant and we 
also access support and advice from other professionals as appropriate, such as, Occupational 
Therapists, Educational Psychologists and Physiotherapists when this is available from the local 
authority. 

16. How will we secure 
equipment and 
facilities to support 
pupils with SEND? 

The school is allocated a budget for SEND and the Specialist Centre, which is dedicated to providing 
appropriate levels of staffing and resources for personalised learning. Small items of equipment (such 
as wobble cushions, fidget aids, ear defenders and ergonomic pencil grips) will be purchased from 
within the school’s budget. Large pieces of specialist equipment would be secured by applying to 
relevant agencies e.g. the Physical and Sensory Support Service. In regards to special arrangements 
for entering and leaving the school site, such as access to the school car park and entering through 
alternative entrances, these discussions are made on an individual basis and can be put in place for a 
temporary or permanent timeframe. This is dependent on need and site availability. 

17. How do we involve 
other organisations in 
meeting the needs of 
pupils with SEND and 
supporting their 
families? 

Meadhurst Primary School believe that we get the best outcomes for our pupils using a multi-
disciplinary approach. We will make referrals to external agencies as appropriate to any organisation 
that can make a positive contribution to the learning journey of our pupils. 
 
Our most frequent partners are: 

- Specialist Teacher For Inclusive Practise (STIPS) 
- Speech and Language Therapy 
- THPT Clinical Psychologist 
- PINs 

18.  How do we evaluate 
the effectiveness of 
our SEND provision? 

The effectiveness of the SEND provision is measured by the progress that SEND pupils make and by 
regular monitoring through book looks, learning walks, pupil progress meetings, learning support plan 
meetings and formal observations. 



19.  How do we handle 
complaints from 
parents of children 
with SEND about 
provision made at the 
school? 

The class teacher and the SENCO are happy to discuss any informal queries or complaints regarding 
provision. If parents wish to make a formal complaint they should follow the schools procedure set 
out in the Complaints policy available on the school website. 

20.  Who can young 
people and parents 
contact if they have 
concerns? 

The first port of call would be your child’s class teacher, but parents can always arrange to see either 
the SENCO and Inclusion Lead or the Principal by contacting the school office. 
 
Children would go to their class teachers if they have concerns or speak to any adult on the 
playground at break and lunch times. 

21.  What support 
services are available 
to parents? 

Meadhurst Primary School is fortunate to have a Home School Link Worker and pastoral lead. They 
can support parents in a range of ways including making referrals to Family Support if appropriate. To 
access this support please contact the school office. Helpful websites for parents of pupils with SEND 
include:  
www.sendadvicesurrey.org.uk  
www.familyvoicesurrey.org  
www.Autism.org.uk/surrey  
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/attention-deficit-hyperactivity-disorder-adhd/ 
https://www.understood.org/en/articles/what-is-adhd 
https://www.youngminds.org.uk/young-person/mental-health-conditions/adhd-and-mental-health 
https://www.barnardos.org.uk/get-support/services/surrey-positive-parenting-service 
 
 

22.  Where can Surrey’s 
Local Offer be found? 

Surrey County Council have a Local Offer Website which contains a wealth of information regarding 
differing areas of need and access to a wide range of services. Local Offer parents and carers - Surrey 
County Council 
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